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Another march is ended and we have pitched our tents in the
shadow of the snow-capped mountains in this beautiful city on
the plain and again clasp hands, renew the old ties, sing the old
songs, and march with steady footsteps in grand review. It is
true that many who touched elbow last year have passed
beyond the silent river, yet, as in the days of war, when our
ranks were thinned by disease or torn by shot and shell and the
vacant places were filled by the reserve or the recruits called
again and again, so now we meet with solid front, thickened
lines and firm purpose, having drawn from the ranks of the old
grand army thousands to fill the places of those mustered out
We meet in a State that was not one of the stars on the flag we
fought for from 61 to 65, in a city that was...
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