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Biographic, Historic and Descriptive Account of the Furred Animals of Land and Sea, Both Living and Extent,
Known to Have Existed in These States; Designed as Both a Popular and Scientific Presentation of a Branch of
Nature-Study Hitherto Unduly Neglect Job, the ancient divine and naturalist, asks, Who teacheth us more than
the beasts of the earth or maketh us wiser than the fowls of heaven? Owing to the diKiculty of making
acquaintance with those beasts of the earth which we call Mammals, because of their nocturnal, subterranean
or aquatic habits, the study of mammalogy has never been as popular as that of the fowls of heaven. It is,
however, no less an interesting and profitable study and even yet furnishes the investigator, in spite of the great
activity of the past decade in that branch, a far richer field for original zoological study than does ornithology.
To man, himself a mammal, the importance of this study, especially as regards his physical, mental and
spiritual relationships to the beasts of the earth, cannot, perhaps, be overestimated. One of the most noticeable
developments in biological research at the present day is along the line of geographic distribution. It has
resulted in the solution of many vexed problems which the last century biologist vainly pondered. In the
prosecution of this line of research much is discovered of an incidental character relating to the life-history of
created things which has hitherto been hidden away. These are some of the facts which induced me, eleven
years ago, to begin the work which forms the subject of this paper. In these studies...
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