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applications. The concepts are developed from the premise assuming that the background of the reader is one
expected of an advanced undergraduate student in scientific and applied mathematics discipline and is
presumed to increase the accessibility and appeal to students and researchers in a broad range of areas. In this
text, material scattered in literature is collected together and a number of results available so far only in the
journal papers and specialised monographs included. The concepts and their contents are illustrated with
comments and examples to facilitate their comprehension. The results and techniques to exploit them are
illustrated by a copious use of worked out examples from a broad range of disciplines, constituting about half
of the volume. The examples are selected to illustrate the applications of the results, each to a class of
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