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Mitterrand s election as president of the French Republic on May
10, 1981 marked the beginning of a new era in French politics.
For the first time in the Fifth Republic, a socialist had become
C?_.. DOWNLOAD PDF head of state. The new prime minister Pierre Mauroy formed a
ministry that consisted mainly of socialists. Their power was
enormous after winning clearly the majority in the National
Assembly one month after the presidential elections, reducing
both the communists and the conservatives by half. Mitterrand
formed a coalition of socialist and communist parties whose

goal was to redistribute power between state and society and
within society itself. This paper s purpose is to assess the
achievements and the drawbacks of the socialist experiment
launched by Mitterrand in 1981. It proceeds in a chronological
order; thus the first part is...
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