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illustrated. 1920 Excerpt: . . . second twenty-four-hour shift in the line, with the other half resting at Becquigny.
October 13th was a wonderfully clear, sunshiny day, in direct contrast to the week preceding, in which it had
rained almost every day. As a consequence the sky was dotted with aeroplanes, flying at all heights and in all
sorts of formations, and with observation balloons stretching away to the left and right as far as the eye could
reach. A wonderful air battle took place almost directly over our gun positions, and within easy view of
company headquarters. Four German planes tried to steal over to shoot down the observation balloon just
back of headquarters. A barrage was immediately put up, which was dangerous, as there were so many English
planes in the vicinity. The Allied machines, however, did not appear to notice the German planes. Antiaircraft
guns opened up from hitherto concealed places all around us, but could not seem to hit the planes. The Jerries
then, changing their plans, managed to separate one hapless English plane from his formation, and three of
the German planes engaged him, while the fourth hovered around to give battle to any interrupting machines.
All four fighting planes flew beautifully, doing nose dives, all sorts of turns, dips and spirals, firing at each other
all the while. This continued for a few seconds, when suddenly the solitary British plane, crippled, circled slowly
to the earth, making a safe landing between headquarters and our positions. The...
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