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following preliminary key to the birds of the Hawaiian possessions is based on a study of the collection of birds
in the Bernice Pauahi Bishop Museum, which institution now possesses the most representative collection of the
Hawaiian avifauna extant. The collection at this time numbers upwards of six hundred specimens, embracing
the famous Mills collection, a series of skins collected by Mr. Palmer for the Rothschild museum, a valuable
collection made by Mr. R, C. L.Perkins, together with collections by Messrs. W.H. Hall, F.Gay, A, F.Judd, and
others. To the above collection almost daily additions are now being made through the efforts of the Museums
skilled collector, Mr. A. Scale. By the Hawaiian possessions it is intended to include all of the chain composed of
some twenty or more islands lying in the central North Pacific ocean, stretching over an area extending from
about 150 West Longitude to 175 East longitude, and from 18 to 30 North Latitude. Though following the scheme
usually adopted by systematic zoologists in the making of analytical keys there is some slight difference in the
arrangement of the text. Since it may be necessary for persons not entirely familiar with keys to make use of
the following pages, it might be well to say that the fundamental characters are used for the separation and
identification of species instead of lengthy and oftentimes misleading detailed descriptions. To facilitate this,
dichotomous antithesis is strictly adhered to, so that there are but two alternatives; the specimen must conform
to the characters given, for example, under a, or the whole matter under a, -...
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